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DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION AND TRAINING - COMPLAINTS MANAGEMENT UNIT 

760. Dr E. CONSTABLE to the Premier: 
As a supplementary question, does the Premier now concede that the CMU has failed students, parents and 
teachers in Western Australia? 

Mr A.J. CARPENTER replied:   
This area is of great concern to government.  The Department of Education and Training and its culture has 
meant that it has not done a good enough job in dealing with these issues, and the complaints management unit is 
part of that.  Do members want me to again recite at some length all the changes that we have put in place to try 
to eliminate the risk of sexual abuse of children?  We inherited a system in which everybody was happy to turn a 
blind eye and to not create trouble or stir up the waters.  That includes everybody from the bottom to the top.  
They did not want to know about it.  Within a year we had put in place major changes.  We battled against 
complaints and opposition to make sure that each schoolteacher was screened by police, so that those with 
charges or convictions against them would not be allowed to work in the department.  We battled opposition to 
that. 

Mr T. Buswell:  You employed them. 

Mr A.J. CARPENTER:  Exactly.  The former government left those people happily sitting in the department so 
long as nobody knew about them.  They were happily working away so long as nobody knew.  Before we came 
along, what had been the former government’s reaction when somebody found out about it?  It was a case of for 
God’s sake, do not let anybody find out about this.  I know that because I was the Minister for Education and 
Training for four years.  I have been through all this. 

Mr T.R. Sprigg:  You knew nothing either. 

Mr A.J. CARPENTER:  I find the member for Murdoch’s interjection unusually illuminating.  The assertion 
that I did nothing or knew nothing seems to fly against all the evidence of the things I did because I was aware of 
the problems.  People were writing to me and asking me what I could do about it.  It is amazing that reality just 
does not register with members opposite. 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER:  I call the Deputy Leader of the Opposition to order for the second time. 

Mr A.J. CARPENTER:  The opposition is Monty Pythonesque in its stupidity and its inability to grasp reality.  
The Premier, who was the Minister for Education and Training for four years, banged on about these subjects in 
Parliament and introduced a raft of reforms to try to eliminate them.  The opposition is now saying that I 
pretended I knew nothing and that I did not do anything.  I said in this chamber that I knew what was going on 
and that I wanted to stop it from continuing.  That is why we introduced these changes.  It is typical of the 
opposition’s approach to government that it prefers nothing to happen because when things are done, it makes 
people anxious and they want to resist change. 

Mr M.W. Trenorden:  What did you do? 

Mr A.J. CARPENTER:  Did I just hear the member for Avon ask what I did?  Are we going around in circles?  
Are we changing direction by 360 degrees?  Am I holding up a mirror to the member and telling him he is a bit 
stupid and that he does not quite get it? 
Mr M.W. Trenorden:  What did you do? 
Mr A.J. CARPENTER:  He asked me the same question again! 
 


